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R• Owner may hire consultant 
to develop maps

• Statutes WC 6160/6161
• Regulations 

CCR title 23 §335

• DSOD independent analysis
• Sends comments to owner

• Develops EAP 
based on 
approved 
inundation map

• Sends to Cal OES 
for review and 
approval 

• DSOD issues approval letter
• cc: Cal OES
• Posts approved map online 

• DSOD initial review 
and acknowledg-
ment letter

• cc: Cal OES
• Submits 

maps to 
DSOD

• Comment resolution
• Owner may revise 

map

• Sends DSOD 
copy of 
approved EAP
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• Maps for Critical Appurtenant Structures1 (CAS) recommended
• Maps less than ten years old
• Consistent with FEMA guidelines

 1. WC 6161 (a)(4)

• Statutes and emergency 
regulations in full effect

• Permanent regulations 
expected 

 Mar. 1 Jan. 1 Oct.

Map Requirements by Date
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Acronyms DWR: California Department of Water Resources;  DSOD: Division of Safety of Dams;  Cal-OES: Governor’s Office of Emergency Services;  WC: Water Code; 
EAP: Emergency Action Plan;  FEMA: Federal Emergency Management Agency
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Inundation Map Review Process
Owners of dams, other than low hazard dams, are subject to the new statues and regulations requiring inundation maps for dams and their critical 
appurtenant structures. DSOD reviews and approves inundation maps, and Cal-OES reviews and approves EAPs that are based on approved inunda-
tion maps. Owners must update inundation maps at a minimum of every 10 years, anytime there is a change to the dam, and anytime there is a 
change in downstream development. 
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